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Lavelle, Brian M., -Fame, money, and power : the rise of Peisistratos and "democratic" tyranny at Athens / B. M. Lavelle. p. cm. Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN --- (cloth : alk. paper) . Pisistratus, ?- or  B.C. . Athens (Greece)-History-Age of Tyrants, - B.C. . Dictators-Greece-Athens-Biography. I. The tyrant Peisistratos did not operate or become tyrant in a political vacuum. Athens was functioning at least semidemocratically as early as Solon's time, and Peisistratos inherited conditions that he could neither end nor alter fundamentally. The Athenian de -mos ("the people") was a partner in his tyranny, as what little there is of a reliable historical record attests. Peisistratos and his successors adapted to these circumstances, as they and their contemporary competitors had to do.They must court the de -mos to keep it.This was a lesson that Kleisthenes, the author of Athenian democracy but also a high official under the tyrants, had learned well by the end of the sixth century B.C.E. His formulation of Athens' democracy was surely influenced by these conditions.
In fact, the patterns of political behavior of outstanding early democratic politicians of Athens are not dissimilar to Peisistratos'. Military leadership and success led first to credibility and then to popularity; wealth gained thereby or to be gotten was passed on in some form to the de -mos; enrichment, in turn, sustained popularity and so political power. This symbiotic "system" seems to have been in place by Solon's time; it appears to have become entrenched by the early fifth century."Democracy," in a form recognizable in the early fifth century B.C.E., was present and working in Athens before and during the time of the regimes of Peisistratos and his sons.There was in fact no "day/night" break between tyranny and democracy at the time of Kleisthenes'"reforms."
This book is the result of a study of the rise of Peisistratos amid these conditions. It is a compilation of material about Peisistratos to Palle -ne -arranged in chronological fashion, as well as an analysis of the political conditions at Athens at the time (and later) and how Peisistratos fit into them. It seeks to set the facts as much as possible with a view toward the limitations of the sources for doing so. I have therefore supplemented what little remains about the tyranny and the period by introducing context, both immediate and extended, and the possibilities that context enables. In view of the dearth of evidence about this crucial period in Athens' development, such supplementation is really the only creditable means by which to extend information about it and so to better understand not only the rise of the tyrant but also "democratic" tyranny, the de -mos' relation to it, and so the democracy of Athens.
This book and its author owe much to many fine people. First of all I thank Dr. John Camp and Dr. Steven Diamant for their generous help at a very early stage of things and Ms. Margaret Beck for very kindly sharing with me her excellent, still unpublished study of the topography of Brauron/Philaïdai. Use of that impressive study was invaluable. Thanks, too, to Dr. Z. Bonias and Dr. D. Malamidou for their help and Dr. C. Koukouli-Chrysanthaki for the gift of an article offprint concerning the mines of Mt. Pangaion. I owe a substantial debt of gratitude to Dr. Andronike Makres for supplying information relating to the site of Dikaia. I am very grateful, too, to Dr. Pedro Barceló, Dr. Carmine Catenacci, Dr. Greg Anderson, and Dr. Sarah Forsdyke for kindly sharing their work with me; and to Sarah again for a timely and most helpful loan of an important work bearing on topics considered here that was not available to me.
Thanks also to Christopher Collins, Sarah Mann, and Mary Hashman of the University of Michigan Press, who were always kind, patient, generous, cheerful, and extremely helpful during the process leading to the book's publication. May all their own endeavors be as trouble free as they helped to make this one for me.The referees for this book offered many helpful suggestions and sound guidance for revising the original manuscript, and I thank them, too.
Several agathoi philoi have encouraged me in this work and offered invaluable help all along the way.The pioneering work of Frank Frost on the subject of Peisistratid tyranny has illuminated many dark halls in the historical tradition about the tyrants. His researches and publications have been indispensable. I thank him, too, for sharing some of his unpublished work with me. Kurt Raaflaub offered beneficial guidance at an early stage of the work, and I am very grateful for this and, in particular, his comments on a portion of what has become this book. One of the boni, Larry Tritle, provided encouragement for the work and very helpful comments on a part of this book.A. J. Podlecki was a constant source of inspiration and encouragement, first embarking me on the study of Athenian tyrants and then sustaining my efforts with good counsel and advice. Good friends and outstanding scholars. I thank them all.As usual, all errors that remain in this work are entirely my own.
Finally, I offer sincerest thanks to those who helped me through some pretty rough patches over the past several years. Catherine Mardikes is a redoubtable friend:she has lent her assistance to many aspects of the project.Thanks, Cathy.Annice Kelly, a person of understanding, bestowed on me the benefit of her wit and practical wisdom through many of the later stages of the project, and I am most grateful to her.
Roseann Kerby, Bernadette Lynch, and Bill Lavelle and their spouses have all offered timely, practical, intellectual, loving, and, for that matter, every other kind of support for their brother. I stand in awe of their charitable capacities and will remain deeply and eternally grateful to them. Last, my children,Trevor, Leah, Kieran, and Sean, have enabled this work: without their presence,their love,their patience and enthusiasm, and their unstinting kindness and understanding, it would not have come into being.This work is also theirs. I couldn't love them more than I do.
